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MHiOtAMWM FOR: Deputy Director/ Support 
SUBJECT : History of the CIA Cornerstone Bax 

Following the systolic placing of the Cornerstone Bos at the 
laying of the CIA Cornerstone by the President of the United States, 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, on 3 November 1)19, the box was resowed from 
its nifcch and taken into custody until such time as the Cornerst< se 
was permanently ampleced. At that tlar, the Cornerstone Box coat lined 
only that material which was listed in the program of the Ceremony, 
minus the microfilm of the newspapers of 3 November, the tape re< ;rding 
of the Cornerstone Ceremony, and the photographs of that occasion. 

2. Despite the Director’s joking remark to the President (recorded 
on the tape) that the contents of the Bom were "secret", there were no 
classified documents in the Cornerstone I; ox. Prior to the ceremony, 
careful consideration had been given to the documents which were to be 
included in the Box, After consultation with the Deputy Directors and 
the Inspector General, Mr. Balter Pf orshe iner, the Curator of the CIA 
Historical Intelligence Collection, had drawn up a list of proposed 
materials for inclusion in the Bax, subject to the approval of Mr. Dulles 0 
Included on the list were a considerable number of classified documents, 
largely in the field of Rational Estimates. It was finally determined 
not to include any classified materia i in the Cornerstone Box at he 
time of the Gsraiaony, and that the whale subject of classified co ntents 
should be held in abeyance until it could be determined what degj *e 

of control the Security Office would have over the new building v ten 
the box was finally put into the Cornerstone. Late in September -96 0, 
the contractors advised that they wer e virtually St the point when 
they would desire to Lay the Cornerstone permnently. At that time, 

1;he contents of the Cornerstone Boot ware reconsidered, and the DGI 
wade a final determination that it should contain no classified material. 

At toe request of the Office of the I DP, there was added to :he entente 
of the Box those medals which arc averted for distinguished zem e 
in toe field of Intelligence, namely: the national Security 3eda3 
the Distinguished Intelligence Cross, to® Distinguished Into ?lige ie Ifedal, 
toe Intelligent* Star, and the Intelligence lfedal of Merit; logel :r 
with a description of those medals ard the certificates whie? 

8s8CC8BpaQy them when awarded; and alec a copy of to a Certificate c 
Sferlt with Distinction and the Certificate of Merit. The eoiplet 
list of the contents of the Cornorstcne Bax is appended as Tab A. 

3. At this time, reconslderatic n was also given to the proj * 
preservation of the contents of the Cornerstone Bex and its ultln ie 
sealing. There; had been a general feelinj that toe copper box, f *nished 
by the architects , via? not of the desired standard. It was rathe* too 
enal! for the contents, and its copper ^-ai not sufficiently lick io 
withstood the recessary welding of the too without seriously ihai ng 
the papers enclosed. On the other tend, it had to be of the scrxvet 
slsre to fit into the riche provided for it. behind, ‘toe Comer one 

slab. For these reasons, Mr. H. Gate;* Lloyd, Assistant Depu / Di. ©tor/ 
disport, made arrsagegents, throve the S3 A Technitasl Serrie t< Di 1 . sion, 
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cornsraes or box 

tli Marirar gI gIg . — TjtTw , . m ,o»- M^^Mta**'’******* 1 •«*- 


Cs©y of I ; %iaora.udUiB for iteealdt.nt Pra nX Iin D» Itooisevslt from Major 
Gieaeral ' WiHieaa J. Donown, Director of the Office of Strategic Services, 
dated 18 Bobber 1944, regarding the establiehissnt of a permanent 
centralised intelligence service as.d copy of Memorandum frcaa President 
Sjoosevslt to General Donovan, detail 5 April 19^5» directing that 
General Donoran discuss his pOan with the appropriate officials of the 
Cove r a ge at . 

Copy of President Harry S. Tr asanas Executive Letter of 122 January 
1946, establishing the national Intelligence Authority Mid the Central, 
Intelligence Group. 

Statement of General (then Lieutenant Gena;ral) Eoyt S. Vandenberg, 
Director of Central Intelligence, eefore the Senate Casaittee on Armed 
Services, on 29 April 1947, in support of the a set ions of the proposed. 
Jfetional Security Act of 194? to establish the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

A Test and Explanation of Statutes and Executive Orders relating 
iipeeifieeOJLy to the Central Intelligence Agency, including Enabling 
and Appropriations Acts for the construction of the new CIA Building. 

Bsproduetion of the CIA seal and its official description. 

"Willlasa J. Donovan and the National Security." A speech by 
Allan W. Dulles, Director of Central Intelligence, to the &eie 
County Bar Association, Buffalo, I n? Yorls, 4 May 1959« 

Aerial photographs of the.* era a of the CIA Building site at the 
time of the Cornerstone Ceremony. 

Coyy of the architect 11 s drawing of tbs CIA Building as It till 
appear when completed. 

Invitation to the ceremony, copy of the Program, tape recording 
of the proceedings, selected photographs of the ceremony, and copy of 
pamphlet entitled "The Cornerstone Ceremony," containing the speeches 
made on the occasion. 

A microfilm of Ifeshingfcon m ssorthara Virginia mid newspaper® for 
3 Kcrsemher 1959 (the date of the teraisony), and selected articles froa 
subsequent issues (4-6 lovessber) c c:r.eMng the ceremony. 

Tte 13at±©aal Security Medal usd the three CIA Medals, the 
Distinguished Intelligence Cross, the Distinguished Intelligent Medal, 
the Intelligence Star, and the Intelligence Medal of Msrit; together 
with a description of these msdalt and the certificates which 6 - company 
taea lAtea casitledj -and also a copy <*f the Certificate ©f I-lerit ?ith 
Distinction asi the Certificate a.' IMt. 
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I&gftbod of Construct! :>n of Ifet&t Bsm 


y.-- wO*" rrn ■ ’ r :* ■ I : ?*• :• • .y '■ t vt*-* 

ultii rn®**?.*- ii&O «feMX< i -*«• vuck lot* tat -coo and 

>„ i.iz.3 'stC&jj tXi GC3&& 4I2M1< £S0T£X* 'v &• wv* f*A,J4? %«3-a UWS-X jK'C’O^JUUO.® 

is** Kt jfasiiS in fine to and owsr *wkx t ."Oijnes* py s le eXenrxc arc 
•jr*’ f •. ssiSsod- 

rassei* container «w i’rtu rsiats» 

?-*tsrc poised hy Mlare welds (\rmxi p.m iungetea arc method) • 

‘■'•te nrnindMr w lined vitfe «>UtiCao p*s»e.<* (dried at 3.05% for 
k& l^urs)* the contests inserted la the bcoc end the lid was welded 
is, gdsaee. During the operation ti sealing the lid* the container 
ws& isaaeraed in water up to one icsfi from the ton in order to 
recite® th® temnerature insldB the gear,. 

iiior to sealing the copper t x;< the muse operations were 
^erfonned on a dunmy box which aostained sitttfldr articles. Before 
opening the hex to examine the «or tecta* it was totally inraeraed in 
tester to Check for leakage. ■ 

%8m ocec was zoade and sealed i s the national Bureau of Standards. 
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